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FRIDAY 24.6 AND SATURDAY 25.6, 15.00—19.00 

 

The theory that the behavior of individuals is determined by heritable “racial” characteristics 
is baseless and harmful. However, the theory that racial hatred, aggression and                     
discrimination are caused by an embodied “racism” is equally baseless and harmful.  

Pro-difference is a school-based racial awareness program in which the principles of the     
experimental science of individual behavior are applied in the development of a natural     
science interpretation of how racial preference, discrimination and emotion emerge in our 
extended social interactions in home, school and playground environments. The program 
was designed for use by schoolchildren (grades 4-6), their teachers and their parents. 

 Participation is free of charge — Certificates of participation will be issued  

EDUCATION IN BASIC PRINCIPLES OF BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS  
IN THE DISPLACEMENT OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 

BEHAVIORISM  
DISPLACES RACISM 

Beyond the provision of a practically effective, natural-science understanding of the             
phenomena of “racism,” these same basic principles of the determination of behavior help 
us—and our children—to arrange conditions in our schools, playgrounds and homes that    
foster harmonic and joyful social, intellectual and emotional development, without social 
punishment and its fallout.  

Pro-difference-Erasmus+ partners: Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences,      
Hellenic Republic Directorate of Primary Education—Western Attika, OsloMet University 
(Norway), Actionaid Hellas (Greece), 4Change (Portugal) and Oxfam Italia (Italy). 

Our tendency to prefer the company of people with “racial”  
characteristics similar to our own emerges in our long-term       
interaction with other people, in the same manner in which we 
develop preferences for a sports team or a political party. The 
fundamental causal processes are clarified in demonstrations of 
the acquisition of simple “prejudicial” preferences in pigeons— 
“racial” discriminations that generalize to other individuals with 
similar appearance. Then we identify the conditions under which 
such “racial” preferences can be reversed or eliminated         
completely (“color blindness”) entirely without the use of      
punishment or threats of censure.   



DEVELOPING A EUROPEAN  CERTIFICATION  
PROGRAM IN BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS: 

ΕUROBA 

In our country and abroad, most people with professional training in behavior analysis do not 
hold that job title, but rather work in professions such as education, clinical psychology, speech 
& language therapy, physiotherapy, occupational therapy, and organizational management. 
Their studies in behavioral philosophy and in its basic and applied sciences have equipped them 
with observational and analytic skills that are rarely taught in university training in their fields of 
specialization—skills that substantially increase their effectiveness in satisfying the needs of the 
individuals and organizations that they serve. 

With the professional application of principles issuing from an experimental science of             
individual comportment, the effectiveness of behavior analytic practitioners has been             
recognized by governments, organizations and the public at large—particularly for our work 
with conditions that are intractable without an applied science of behavior, such as                   
developmental disorders. In consequence, practitioners in many fields might claim expertise in 
behavior analysis without obtaining the level of training demanded for the successful               
application of the natural science of individual movement, thought and emotion. 

To protect a public in need of effective behavior analytic services and to facilitate the              
dissemination of behavior science, programs certifying a basic level of expertise in behavior 
analysis have been instituted abroad.  Sadly, the largest international certification                      
organization—the Behavior Analyst Certification Board (BACB)—recently discontinued the      
certification of new behavior analysts residing in non English-speaking countries. 

In this context, behavior analysts from six countries—in collaboration with colleagues             
representing another 16 countries and with the support of the European Union, are developing 
a European Certification Program in Behavior Analysis: the “European Behavior Analyst” or 
“EuroBA.” This program will be presented, together with an open discussion of the future of 
our profession in the Hellenic Republic and Europe to follow, on Sunday the 26th of June.  

Under the leadership of Ulster University, the EuroBA partners are: 

 

SUNDAY 26.6, 12.00 με 16.00 

  The Sunday event is directed to professional behavior analysts and to students  

interested in a career the field, but all are welcome to attend free of charge.  

Certificates of participation will be issued  


